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Any transformation as socio-technical change requires a reorganization of
basic socio-technical systems that can affect all social subsystems. Because
transformations are often initiated without consideration of the necessary
social and structural changes, they can cause significant disruptions in social
coexistence. These changes have far-reaching consequences and affect
those who may not be directly involved.

Not every process of change is socio-technical. But techno-capitalist and
technocratically governed societies drive technological innovations to solve
problems and thus proclaim transformations towards urgent socio-ecological
changes on different levels: transformation programs are initiated by politics,
science or society, like the energy transition; transformation projects
associated with these programs are pursued, e.g. renewable energy
Initiatives; and concrete transformation actions in the context of real-world labs
or social movements, jointly drive change. Understanding the connections and
Interdependencies is critical to the reflection, design and success of
transformation.
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Transformation Assessment - Observing and
(Co)Shaping Sociotechnical Transformations

Operationalization of established TA approaches for the analysis of change in and for society
Authors: Andreas Losch, Janine Gondolf, Christian Bluscher & Ulrich Ufer
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We combine established TA approaches into a conceptual framework that is
Inherently immersive, interdisciplinary, reflexive, and capable of assessing
transformation from multiple perspectives. It integrates the analysis of socio-
technical change from an immersive anthropological and cultural studies
perspective, a systems theory perspective, and a vision assessment
perspective.

Transformation Assessment aims to guide transformation projects by making
opportunities and consequences Visible, assessable and open to reflection. It
IS based on the fact that TA is not primarily concerned with scientific questions,
but with creating structures that generate solutions to problems. Thus,
proclaimed transformations are placed in the larger perspective of their time
and context in order to assess their potential for change and their impact on
social subsystems, as well as their visionary promise, the historical
circumstances in which they arise, and the interrelationship between these
three perspectives.
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